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‘MORANDUM FOR THE HOLDERS OF THE SPECIAL OVERFLIGHT SUPPLEMENT

Subject: TAGBOARD Mission D-550 Resume
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25X1A 1. (TS/A) The D-21 (TAGBOARD) drone reconnalssance mission
scheduled for the month of March 1971 was executed on 5 March.
The drone launched from the B-52 mothership on schedule at
05/0356Z and flew the preset route (attached) over South China
exactly as programmed. Recovery package ejection occurred on
time at 05/0530Z and was sighted by the JC-130 recovery air-
craft at 05/0531Z. Because of probable air pickup chute
failure, aerial recovery was not possible and the package
impacted in the water 10 nm northwest of the predicted impact
point at 05/0558Z. This malfunction differed from the failure
on the previous mission in that the package apparently experi-
enced a retarded if not soft landing, transmitted required tele-
metry signals, and floated for approximately one hour. The
destroyer, USS McMorris, the back-up recovery ship, steamed to
‘the splash down point and had visual sighting at 05/0700%Z.
Telemetry was lost at 05/06557 and the destroyer reported loss
of visual contact and unsuccessful boarding attempt at 05/0714Z
due to extremely rough seas. The recovery destroyer remains
in the impact area; however, the recovery package is assumed ;
sunk in approximately 2100 fathoms of water. : |
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